Rick Miller

CHAIR

Avamere Health Services Inc,
Wiksonville, OR

Robert Van Dyk
VICE CHAIR

Van Dy Health Care
Riggewnod, N}

Angelo S, Rotells
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
Frieadly Hume
Woonsocket, RI

1.zne Bowen
AT-LARGE MEMBER
Kindzred Healtheare
Louisville, KY

Gail Clarkson
AT-LARGE MEMBER
The Mediodge Group Inc.
Bloomiield, M1

William levering
AT-LARGE MEMBER
Levering Managernent lac.
Mt Vernon, OH

Rick Mendlen

ATLARGE MEMBER
Kennon $. Shea & Associates
EiCajon, €A

Richard Pell, Jr.

ATLARGE MEMBER

Genesis HealthCare Corporation
Kennett Square, PA

Neil Pruitt, Jr.
ATLARGE MEMBER
VHS Pruili Corperation
Norcrass, 8

Kalley Rice-Schild

AT-LARGE MEMEER

Flarkdean Mursing & Rehab Center
Miami, FL

Leonard Russ
AT-TARGE MEMBER
Bayberry Care Center

New Rovhelle, NY

Var Moore

DI RESIGENTIAL SERVICES MEMBER
Westeary Management

Salem, OR

Wade Petersen

NOT FORFROFIT MEMBER
WedCenler Une Lare Center
Mandear, Ni7

Howie Groff

NCAL MEMBER
Tenlwood Care Centers
Bleemington, MN

Tenl Fatone
ASHCAE MEMBER
Connectiou! Assi. of Health Care Facilities

East Hartlord, T

e
Gl Rader -

ASSOCIATE RUSINESS MEMBER

Care Perspectives .

i’hiiﬂwﬁ;

Brucs Yarwood
PRESIDENT & CEO

L

1201 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 200054048
Main Telephone: 202-842-4444 .
Main Fax: 202-842-3860 2 Main Fax: 202-280-4253
Writer's Telephone: 202-842.2858
Writer's E-Mail: byarwood@ahca.ory
www.ahca.org

October 23, 2007

The Honorable Lamar Smith

Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable John Conyers
Chairman

Commttee on the Judiciary

{nited States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Conyers and Ranking Member Smith:

The American Health Care Association (AHCA) is the nation’s largest trade organization
representing nearly 11,000 long term care facilities inciuding nursing facilities, assisted
living residences, subacute centers and homes for persons with mental retardation and

developmental disabilities. AHCA opposes H.R. 3010, the “Arbitration Fairness Act”
and urges you to oppose this legislation that would limit the availability and effectiveness
of arbitration and other types of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms.

By nullifying pre-dispute binding arbitration clauses in consumer, empioyment and
franchise contracts, H.R. 3010 would cause serious damage to the general use and
availability of ADR and would effectively weaken the Federal Arbitration Act.

Long term care general and professional liability insurance costs have been increasing
over the past several years. Many causes, including civil causes of action based on
subjectively defined patient’s/ resident’s rights statutes, unlimited non economic
damnages, and add-on attorney fees are responsible for this trend. As a result, excessive
lawsuits and subsequent premium increases threaten access to quality long term care

by the diversion of dollars away from care toward liability costs. Limiting the use of
ADR mechanisms is not the answer to this crisis.

Given these facts, AHC%\ str@néi?-@nc@umges you to oppose H.R. 3010,

Sincerely,
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services. Moreover, efforts to improve quality in long term care facilities are being stifled



